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DOWNTOWN VISION RAISES
MORE THAN $100,000
Sean Hall, Kerri Stewart, Rosa Beckett,
Katherine Hardwick and Jake Gordon and
over 300 guests attended Downtown Vision's
7th Annual #DTJax Gala,Classic Hollywood
presented by Community First Credit Union.
READ MORE ON PAGE 26

Back in
black
Patrons and sponsors were on hand to insure a successful return to prosperity for Catholic Charities, as the organization is doing a lot of heavy
lifting during times of refugee resettlement and other hardship issues faced by families in our community, to include those that are food insecure,
who will be helped by the Feed a Family Campaign.
This generous group of patrons, made up of Anthony and Frances Jabbour, Gary and Amy Norcross, Kara and Jack Hill alongside Karen and
Greg Montana were out March 26 to make a difference, tipping the scales to assist those in need.

YETTI WITH DAVE SMITH

POPULAR PIG BECOMES
A STAR, INSTAGRAM HIT
Riverside residents and local Instagram
followers are aware of Yetti the pig, as his
gentle, fun nature is contagious. The word is
out about this new Riverside ambassador on
Oak Street.

READ MORE ON PAGE 26

West Riverside students win recycling contest
Ms. Baron’s 5th grade dual language class at West
Riverside Elementary recently won a recycling contest
sponsored by T-Mobile and the Jacksonville Zoo. The
students collected 76 devices, which included both
old cell phones and tablets.
According to the Zoo, “Coltan is a mineral ore used
in the production of small electronics, but mining for
this destroys the habitats of critically-endangered gorillas
and other wildlife. Coltan is found in great quantity in
the Congo, and the U.N. has reported that in the past
five years the eastern lowland gorilla population in the
Congo has declined 90%. Recycling your cell phones
helps save these animals by reducing the demand for
Coltan and providing funds for conservation!”

READ MORE ON PAGE 34

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL
CELEBRATES 100-YEAR HISTORY,
LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

GARDEN TOUR A DELIGHT
FOR LOCAVORES AND
GARDENERS ALIKE

Rev. Tom Murray, current rector of St. Mark's
Episcopal Church, and The Rev. Barnum
McCarty, St. Mark's third rector.
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After a two year hiatus, the 46th
Annual Home Tour, sponsored by
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Florida Network Realty will take place
Sat., April 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sun., April 10 from 12 p.m. to 4
p.m. For more on the Home Tour, visit
riversideavondale.org to view the
event guide and purchase tickets.

A celebration of Garden Conservancy Day
ushered in support from Mandarin to Ortega
and back to Riverside at the home of the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, where
the Cummer Gardens were on full display for
the day, March 26.

READ MORE ON PAGE 14

I N H O M E S BY A P R I L 5 T H, 2 0 2 2

RAP HOME TOUR ON
THE HORIZON

ANN HICKS WITH DEBBIE EARLY

READ MORE ON PAGE 35

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville
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Women’s Giving
Alliance celebrates
20 years

Cummer’s Garden
Tour a hit with locals,
museum goers

The Women’s Giving Alliance, or WGA, celebrated
its 20th year of collective giving, positive

spiritual energy and philanthropy in the

community, creating lasting impact for

- Jana Ertrachter with Susan Edelman

Docent Suzanne Mulvee with gardener Madelaine LeDew, who
tends the gardens at Lanakila

generations of girls and women.

A party was held at the new home of

Rethreaded, a nonprofit that help to fight to

help keep women out of the world of trafficking

and abuse. The new 35,000 square-foot

location was fitting for the gathering of

empowered women, where a crowd gathered

in big numbers to celebrate the milestone,

March 24.

The organization, led currently by President

Jan Healy and President-elect Sheila Collier,
envisions a world where all women and girls

can reach their full potential. With a vibrant
collective of over 400 members, these goals

Martha Barrett with Mary Alice Phelan, Lakesha Burton and Pam Paul

are being achieved more and more, thanks

to programming and generous support of

Susan Smathers, President of the Late Bloomers Garden Club with
her friend, Leslie Pierpont, also of the Late Bloomers Garden Club,
assisting as docents at the home of Ann Hicks in Ortega.

active participants. WGA membership is

made up of business leaders, mothers,

daughters, young professionals, mentors

and volunteers, inspired women who care
for the wellbeing of other women and girls.

The organization, in 2021 alone, pooled

their gifts, making grants upwards of $587,500
to impact women and children in Northeast
Florida. By leveraging the philanthropic and

financial stewardship of The Community

Donna Deegan with Georgette Dumont, Fiona Strathern, Paula Liang and
Mary Glackin

Foundation for Northeast Florida, the WGA

carries 50 years of philanthropic experience

Patricia Winters and Kimberly Tashein helped as docents for the
Lanakila Gardens in Mandarin

and wields the power of women’s purses to
impact change and help women become
informed, collaborative givers.

WGA welcomes all women to join in the

work to make a difference, members write

annual checks, others also choose to donate

time as well. By attending educational events,
networking, and committing time as a

volunteer or committee member for a special

project; participation can be tailored to any

level of involvement.

For more information about the WGA and

Gracie Simendinger with Katy Keene

how you can become involved, visit wganefl.org.
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Docents Mary March, Frank Watson, Blair Woolverton and Jenny
Cocanougher

Spring was certainly in the air, as avid gardeners, museum
patrons and volunteers helped the Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens and the Nature Conservancy play host to
an open garden tour, March 26, from 12-4 p.m. through a
three-property tour of gardens on a beautiful, sunny
Saturday afternoon.
Garden lovers and green thumbs; or those simply looking
for a refreshing activity for the day were treated to three
unique and differing gardens. The first being the Cummer
Museum’s curated gardens, rich with history and names
that have shaped landscaped design – from the likes of
Ossian Cole Simonds, to Ellen Biddle Shipman, Thomas
Meehan and Sons, as well as names from the great Olmsted
firm – to name a few.
Just down the St. Johns River banks, the private Ortega
gardens of Ann Hicks were on display, alongside the lapping
shoreline. The impeccable gardens were a true treat for
all to see, complete with views and unobstructed vistas
across hundreds of feet at a time. This garden sprawls
from one end of the property to the other, and from front
to back, along the single homesite, which at one point was
two homes side by side.
From climbing roses, to perfectly trodden gravel pathways,
stone capped bulkhead accents and more, the gardens
brimmed with perfection and precise care, offering a
paradoxical difference between this garden and the final
garden on the tour at Lanalika.
The Lanakila gardens (of Hawaiian origin, meaning
Victory) welcomed patrons to a late 1800’s estate home
on several acres off Mandarin Road on the river, where
organic farming methods have been implemented over
the last eight years. The gardens have been carefully, but
purposefully curated in order to create 2.5 acres of flowers,
flowering trees and edible plants, vegetables and fruits all
living in layered and supportive fashion, living plant over
plant. The gardens are also part of a land preservation
program set up by the homeowner through the North
Florida Land Trust to preserve the acreage for future
generations to spend valuable time.
The tour through each garden illustrates the difference
between styles of gardens, what the goals are of the gardener,
or gardeners, and much more. From a local award winning
Museum; to a private home of curated ornamental gardens
on a lovely riverfront estate, all the way down South to the
relaxed, yet interestingly resourceful use of a parcel of land
abutting the remote portions of Mandarin Road, tucked back
away from the bustle of the city.

Clogging your drain
is your business.
Unclogging it is ours.

SPARKLE
this SPRING
CROWING GLORY

Look fresh all spring long when you
purchase blowouts in packs.
We’ll keep track and take ‘em off
your tab each time you come in.

5 Pack: $165

CALL TODAY!
904.384.5661
R E S I D E N T I A L

O R

C O M M E R C I A L

We handle Plumbing Emergencies:
Cast Iron Replacement | Re-Piping | Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs | Slab Leaks

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

GET $25 OFF
2534 Oak Street
904.356.6856
seekhairpeace.com
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TerryVereenPlumbing.net

YOUR SERVICE

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN APRIL!
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be presented
to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires April 30, 2022.

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597
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Sean Hall, Kerri Stewart, Rosa Beckett,
Katherine Hardwick and Jake Gordon and
over 300 guests attended Downtown Vision’s
7th Annual #DTJax Gala,Classic Hollywood
presented by Community First Credit Union.
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Students raise
funds for ALS
Bolles Nanny’s Nation Club had a great
turn out for their St. Patrick’s day fun
run. With support from the Bolles
Black Student Union Club, over 50
students showed up wearing green to
raise over $300 for the ALS foundation.
APRIL 2022, VOL. 15, ISSUE 04

San Marco Merchants
celebrate success of

Inaugural Beer Fest

READ MORE ON PAGE 22

LOCAL COUNCIL MEMBER
THROWS HER HAT INTO RACE
FOR MAYOR
LeAnna Gutierrez Cumber, who represents
District 5, kicked off her campaign by
announcing her candidacy Monday, March 21,
exactly one year ahead of the vote for the
mayoral election.
READ MORE ON PAGE 4

The San Marco community and visitors alike enjoyed a beautiful, sunny and sudsy afternoon in the San Marco Square. Friends Mary Claire Boline, Hannah Pataky, Ellie Boline, Emily
Scott, pup Annie and Kelsey Hendricks felt right at home in their local community enjoying the cooler, beautiful weather during the first take of the San Marco Beer Fest, held
Saturday, March 26.
READ MORE ON PAGE 40

GARDEN TOUR
A DELIGHT FOR
LOCAVORES AND
GARDENERS ALIKE
A celebration of Garden Conservancy Day
ushered in support from Mandarin to Ortega
and back to Riverside at the home of the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, where
the Cummer Gardens were on full display for
the day, March 26.
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READ MORE ON PAGE 29

BACK
IN
BLACK
Catholic Charities gathered supporters Lara
Patangan, Caroline Costa, Kim Alexander,
Roulla Essa, Laurie Kirchhoff, Maureen
Sissine and Rosemary Jackson, to rally for
refugees and other related issues abated by
the work of Catholic Charities.
READ MORE ON PAGE 22

Give your bathroom
a facelift.
MIRRORS • SHOWER DOORS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

LeeAndCatesGlass.com
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Women’s Giving
Alliance celebrates
20 years

Cummer’s Garden
Tour a hit with locals,
museum goers

The Women’s Giving Alliance, or WGA, celebrated
its 20th year of collective giving, positive

spiritual energy and philanthropy in the

community, creating lasting impact for

- Jana Ertrachter with Susan Edelman

Docent Suzanne Mulvee with gardener Madelaine LeDew, who
tends the gardens at Lanakila

generations of girls and women.

A party was held at the new home of

Rethreaded, a nonprofit that help to fight to

help keep women out of the world of trafficking

and abuse. The new 35,000 square-foot

location was fitting for the gathering of

empowered women, where a crowd gathered

in big numbers to celebrate the milestone,

March 24.

The organization, led currently by President

Jan Healy and President-elect Sheila Collier,
envisions a world where all women and girls

can reach their full potential. With a vibrant
collective of over 400 members, these goals

Martha Barrett with Mary Alice Phelan, Lakesha Burton and Pam Paul

are being achieved more and more, thanks

to programming and generous support of

Susan Smathers, President of the Late Bloomers Garden Club with
her friend, Leslie Pierpont, also of the Late Bloomers Garden Club,
assisting as docents at the home of Ann Hicks in Ortega.

active participants. WGA membership is

made up of business leaders, mothers,

daughters, young professionals, mentors

and volunteers, inspired women who care
for the wellbeing of other women and girls.

The organization, in 2021 alone, pooled

their gifts, making grants upwards of $587,500
to impact women and children in Northeast
Florida. By leveraging the philanthropic and

financial stewardship of The Community

Donna Deegan with Georgette Dumont, Fiona Strathern, Paula Liang and
Mary Glackin

Foundation for Northeast Florida, the WGA

carries 50 years of philanthropic experience

Hostess Ann Hicks with fellow Late Bloomer Garden Club member
and nearby neighbor, Debbie Early

and wields the power of women’s purses to
impact change and help women become
informed, collaborative givers.

WGA welcomes all women to join in the

work to make a difference, members write

annual checks, others also choose to donate

time as well. By attending educational events,
networking, and committing time as a

volunteer or committee member for a special

project; participation can be tailored to any

level of involvement.

For more information about the WGA and

Gracie Simendinger with Katy Keene

how you can become involved, visit wganefl.org.
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Docents Mary March, Frank Watson, Blair Woolverton and Jenny
Cocanougher

Spring was certainly in the air, as avid gardeners, museum
patrons and volunteers helped the Cummer Museum of
Art & Gardens and the Nature Conservancy play host to
an open garden tour, March 26, from 12-4 p.m. through a
three-property tour of gardens on a beautiful, sunny
Saturday afternoon.
Garden lovers and green thumbs; or those simply looking
for a refreshing activity for the day were treated to three
unique and differing gardens. The first being the Cummer
Museum’s curated gardens, rich with history and names
that have shaped landscaped design – from the likes of
Ossian Cole Simonds, to Ellen Biddle Shipman, Thomas
Meehan and Sons, as well as names from the great Olmsted
firm – to name a few.
Just down the St. Johns River banks, the private Ortega
gardens of Ann Hicks were on display, alongside the lapping
shoreline. The impeccable gardens were a true treat for
all to see, complete with views and unobstructed vistas
across hundreds of feet at a time. This garden sprawls
from one end of the property to the other, and from front
to back, along the single homesite, which at one point was
two homes side by side.
From climbing roses, to perfectly trodden gravel pathways,
stone capped bulkhead accents and more, the gardens
brimmed with perfection and precise care, offering a
paradoxical difference between this garden and the final
garden on the tour at Lanalika.
The Lanakila gardens (of Hawaiian origin, meaning
Victory) welcomed patrons to a late 1800’s estate home
on several acres off Mandarin Road on the river, where
organic farming methods have been implemented over
the last eight years. The gardens have been carefully, but
purposefully curated in order to create 2.5 acres of flowers,
flowering trees and edible plants, vegetables and fruits all
living in layered and supportive fashion, living plant over
plant. The gardens are also part of a land preservation
program set up by the homeowner through the North
Florida Land Trust to preserve the acreage for future
generations to spend valuable time.
The tour through each garden illustrates the difference
between styles of gardens, what the goals are of the gardener,
or gardeners, and much more. From a local award winning
Museum; to a private home of curated ornamental gardens
on a lovely riverfront estate, all the way down South to the
relaxed, yet interestingly resourceful use of a parcel of land
abutting the remote portions of Mandarin Road, tucked back
away from the bustle of the city.

