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The Museum and Gardens of Jacksonville 
was the venue for City Year’s Schoolhouse 
Soiree, a fundraiser celebrating five years 
of City Year Jacksonville’s service to 
students throughout Duval County. The 
March 10 event was well attended by 
members of the Red Jacket Society, phil-
anthropic individuals and families who 
make the work of City Year AmeriCorps 
members possible.

Guests enjoyed wine and appetizers as 
City Year members tested their knowledge 
in English, math and science. The academic 
exercise was followed by a pep rally, where 
attendees had the opportunity to show 

Schoolhouse 
Soiree draws City 
Year supporters

City Year Jacksonville Board Member and LISC 
Executive Director Janet Owens and husband, 

Gregory Owens

City Year Jacksonville Executive Director Dan Foley, AmeriCorps Member Jennifer Stanford, Duval 
County Public Schools Executive Director, Discipline and Student Supports Jackie Simmons, 
Star�sh Student Jayda Mikell, Impact Manager Lauren Flanagan.

their spirit and invest in City Year’s impact, 
as well as meet City Year’s Starfish Student, 
eighth-grader Jayda Mikell, whose dramatic 
advances in English and math have placed 
her on the A/B Honor Roll. The Afterschool 
Party featured a food truck court, dancing 
and a Sweet Pete’s candy buffet.

“Irish for a Day, Green All Year” was 
the theme of Greenscape of Jacksonville’s 
11th annual Root Ball held at the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens March 17, and it was 
clearly evident throughout the evening 
with entertainment by Irish musician/
songwriter Brendan Doherty, accompanied 
on the fiddle by Philip Pan, former con-
certmaster for the Jacksonville Symphony. 

Clad in “casual green” attire, 240 patrons 
dined on dishes with a twist, such as Irish 
Cheddar Mac ‘n Cheese and Colcannon, 
Corned Beef Sliders, Mini Shepherd’s Pie, 
and for dessert, a Bailey’s and Guinness 
Chocolate Tri�e. �e silent auction featured 
original artwork, �ne wines, a putter auto-
graphed by Arnold Palmer, and a catered 
cruise on Innisfail, the 1930 Mathis-Trumpy 
yacht which hosted several U.S. presidents.

Proceeds from the ball, produced by 
the Late Bloomers Garden Club, will be 
used to purchase and replant trees that 
were damaged and destroyed throughout 
the city as a result of Hurricane Irma in 
September 2017.

Honorary chairs for Root Ball 2018 were 
Susan Fisher, co-founder of Greenscape 
of Jacksonville, and Late Bloomers Garden 
Club co-founders Alice Coughlin and 
Jacque Loomis; event co-chairs were Marty 
Jones and Carol Worsham.  

Root Ball patrons wear the 
green at annual fundraiser

Alice Coughlin with Jacque Loomis, founders 
of Late Bloomers

Sally Hall, Amber Amerson, and Jackie Cornelius with Richard Warholic and Mary O’Brien

Spencer and Michele Luthin with Karen McCombs Marty Jones, event co-chair, and Late Bloomers 
co-founder Jacque Loomis with John Williams
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Commercial-grade dehumidi�ers win 
battle against unhealthy crawlspaces

A dry crawlspace is vital for your home’s health and yours

Just thinking about what could be lurking 
under your home is enough to make your 
skin crawl. Bugs, pests, mold and other 
creepy-crawlies love moisture, especially in 
a wood environment, but there’s a cure for that.

By dehumidifying your crawlspace, you 
are taking back every inch of your home 
because crawlspace invaders hate a dry en-
vironment. �ey can’t thrive long without a 
constant source of moisture, so when you 
dehumidify you are “turning o� their tap.”

Fortunately, Turners Underseal has the 
best solution for keeping a crawlspace nice 
and dry – and free of the crawlspace “nasties.”

“Just about the only way to maintain a 
dry crawlspace year-round is to use a per-
manently installed, commercial-quality 
dehumidi�er, like Turners Underseal compact 
unit,” said Turner, who is passionate about 
health – yours and your home’s.

“We install a 6-by-6-foot liner with a 
mounting pad under the commercial dehu-
midi�er with an automatic pump, partial 
vent closings and drainage to the outside for 
trouble-free operation,” he said, adding that 
getting your crawlspace dry and keeping it 
that way will prevent  it from becoming a 
nasty breeding ground while improving 
indoor air quality.

Warning: Crawlspace contaminants 
harmful to your health

Moist crawlspaces are breeding grounds 
for mold and mildew, and can make you sick, 
especially if you have allergies or asthma. But 
even if you’re not prone to allergies, contam-
inants from crawlspaces can still irritate your 
eyes, skin, nose, throat, and lungs.

With over 30 years’ experience as a certi�ed 
indoor air quality professional, Turner 
knows his stu� when it comes to healthy, 
dry crawlspaces.

“A�er creating healthy, dry crawlspaces 
for years, we’ve found that our dehumidi�er 
systems have resulted in tremendous im-
provements in our clients’ homes,” said Turner.

In addition to a�ecting your health, damp 
air in your crawlspace may damage the 
structure of the home, its �ooring, your 
furniture, and items stored in a crawlspace. 
Joan McNish of Jacksonville struggled with 
swollen �oors until she called Turner.

A�er treating the wood under�oor with 
solution to sanitize contaminants, Turner 
sprayed his proprietary product, Turners 
Underseal, on the �bers of the wood, then 
installed a commercial-grade dehumidi�er 
to keep humidity to a minimum.

“It’s been one year since the dehumidi�er 
and wood sealer installation. �e swollen 
�oor has settled back down and the whole 
house feels much better and drier,” said 
McNish, who has a 25-year guarantee against 
moisture, mold and mildew. 

Katie Penkala of Avondale also experienced 
extreme humidity in her 90-year-old home.

A�er other air quality control companies 
turned her down, Turner diagnosed the 
problem as the crawlspace, and the job was 
completed within a week.

“A�er the �rst day of having my dehu-
midi�er installed, I already had a noticeable 
di�erence in the humidity level,” said Penkala. 
“It has made my drywall stop cracking, my 
carpet is no longer damp, and there are no 
musty odors in my house.”

“I would de�nitely recommend Turners 
Underseal to anyone who wants a healthier 
crawlspace and a less humid house,” she said.

“If you keep your 
crawlspace dry year 

round, that means you 
are pumping dry air 

into your home all the 
time. In Florida, our 

dehumidi�cation 
system is the only way 

to keep it dry!”
— Chris Turner, owner, Turners Underseal

In addition to the dehumidi�cation system, Turners Underseal also does crawlspace 
wood sealing and crawlspace liners. For your free crawlspace inspection, contact 
Chris Turner at (904) 903-9569, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. or check 
out Turners Underseal at turnersunderseal.com/

Technician preparing to apply  
wood sealer to crawlspace.
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Register for FREE at 
CaregiverExpo18.eventbrite.com

Fun, Fr� & Focused On You.
Caregiver Expo 2018 will give you a place 

to “refresh and renew” your caregiving 

spirit. This free event will connect you with 

the resources to provide excellent care for 

those you love, and ways to focus on your 

own self-care. Caregiver Expo will feature:

• 100+ exhibitors 
• No-cost health screenings
• Complimentary pampering services
• Free on-site respite care
• Free parking
• Food available for purchase on-site
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EverBank Field 
US Assure Club East

Hosted by: Presented by:

Keynote: Donovin Darius
Former Jacksonville Jaguar
Caregiver
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