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Ortega resident and Leadership Jacksonville CEO Jill Dame 
has joined the Jacksonville Public Library’s Board of Library 
Trustees as an At-Large Member. 

Dame is a past recipient of the Junior League of Jacksonville’s 
Tillie Fowler Community Leadership Award, Leadership 
Jacksonville’s Distinguished Leadership Award, JCCI’s 2005 
Milestones Award for work as Chair of the Role of Nonprofit 
Organizations Study Implementation, and was chosen as 
a 2013 Woman of Distinction by Girl Scouts of Gateway 
Council and as a 2014 Woman of Influence by the Jacksonville 
Business Journal.

She has been actively involved in the Junior League of Jacksonville, PACE Center 
for Girls Jacksonville, the Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida, Willing Hands, Girls 
on the Run of Northeast Florida, Episcopal School of Jacksonville, Jacksonville Women’s 
Network, The Meninak Club of Jacksonville, and the Florida Bar.

Dame replaces former trustee and most recently Board Chair, Erin Vance Skinner, 
who served from 2009 – 2016.

Three local restaurants will participate 
in a monthly nonprofit support program, 
which launched Feb. 27 to benefit the Tom 
Coughlin Jay Fund as the first recipient.

IL DESCO, located at the intersection 
of Park and King Streets in Riverside, Bistro 
Aix on San Marco Boulevard, and Ovinté 
at the St. Johns Town Center, are part of 
Forking Amazing Restaurants, an inde-
pendent restaurant group which launched 
Collaborate and Give.

Through this program, Forking Amazing 
Restaurants will donate 5 percent of food 
sales generated at those restaurants over 
a three-day dining period, beginning on 

the last Monday of each month, to a 
designated nonprofit partner. 

“As a Jacksonville-based restaurant group, 
we take great pride in supporting nonprofit 
organizations that make our community 
a better place to live,” said Matt Mannick, 
president of Forking Amazing Restaurants. 

“Tom Coughlin’s leadership yields amazing 
results – both on the field and in the 
community. Since 1996, the Tom Coughlin 
Jay Fund has provided much-needed 
support for local families tackling childhood 
cancer. We look forward to raising awareness 
and funds for this worthy organization 
through Collaborate and Give.”

The Florida Yacht Club, second oldest in 
Florida, installed Matthew Tuohy as its 
107th Commodore. 

Prior to a varied career in business 
and education, Tuohy spent almost three 
decades as a Naval Flight Officer, flying 
the S3A and S3B Viking. His early as-
signments included duties on the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the helicopter 
carrier USS Inchon, and the aircraft 
carrier USS Kitty Hawk. Tuohy also 
served on the Joint Staff in Washington 
D.C. as the Assistant Deputy Director 
for Operations (Information Operations). 

Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, 
Tuohy was a member of the inaugural 
NROTC class at Jacksonville University, 
where he currently serves as the Director 
of the School of Aviation. He holds both a 
bachelor’s degree and a master’s in business 
administration from JU, as well as several 
other degrees from other institutions.

The Venetia resident is a former member 
of the Jacksonville University’s Board of 
Trustees and the Past President of the JU 
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Alumni Board of Governors. Tuohy was the 
JU Distinguished Alumni Award recipient 
in 2000. Additionally, he was named to the 
inaugural Class of 75 “Distinguished Dolphins” 
during JU’s 75th anniversary and was 
awarded the JU Distinguished Service 
Alumni Award in 2013.

Tuohy is the Past President and member 
of the Board of Directors of the Jacksonville 
Council of the Navy League of the United 
States. He is the Vice Chair and member 
of the Greater Jacksonville Area USO 
Board of Directors. 

Captain Matthew W. (Matt) Tuohy

Each year since 
1995, the Garden 
Club of America 
(GCA) has identi-
fied a stellar North 
American native 
plant to receive its 
Montine McDaniel 
Freeman Medal for 
Plant of the Year. 

The magnol ia 
ashei, commonly 
known as the Ashe 
magnolia, was named 
the 2017 Plant of the Year. The deciduous 
understory shrub or small tree native to 
eight counties in Florida, was nominated 
by Leslie Pierpont, of Ortega, a member 
of the Late Bloomers Garden Club. The 
2017 winners were selected from 18 plants 
nominated by members of GCA clubs.

Pierpont is a horticulture judge for the 
GCA, and founded Native and Uncommon 
Plants in 2001, after moving to Jacksonville 
from Connecticut and realizing that most 
of the plant material in Northeast Florida 
was not native, but from places like Asia. 
She sold the business to Alfred and Leslie 
Romeu in 2015.

Plant of Year nominated by 
Late Bloomers Garden Club

Leslie Pierpont, 
member of the Late 
Bloomers Garden Club, 
nominated the award-
winning Ashe magnolia.

The Ashe magnolia was named 2017 Plant of the 
Year (Photo by Steven Christmas)

The Florida Department of Agriculture 
lists the Ashe magnolia as endangered due 
to a small population and restricted area of 
growth. The plant’s glossy dark green leaves 
grow to two feet. The large citrus-scented, 
creamy white, saucer-shaped flowers have 
purple stains at an interior base of six to 
nine petals. The flowers bloom in spring, 
then set fruit borne on cone-shaped, pink-pur-
ple aggregates that add fall interest.  
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Legal Expertise. 
Unquestioned Ethics. 

Unwavering Commitment 
to Our Clients.

Our firm was established in Jacksonville in 1986 and from the very beginning 
until now, we continue to work hard to earn and sustain our reputation for 
excellence – every day. We feel privileged that our clients continue to be our firm’s 
best referrals and we work diligently to achieve the highest level of personal and 
fiduciary trust possible during the legal process. Winning is paramount, so we are 
notably aggressive with laser sharp focus to obtain the best outcome for you.

• Personal Injury
• Criminal Law
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