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The time and expertise donated by active 
volunteers to provide free healthcare for 
Jacksonville’s hand-working, uninsured populace 
was honored April 15 at Volunteers in Medicine’s 
annual “Evening of Heartfelt Thanks.” 

Among the volunteers recognized at the 
service awards reception and dinner was 
Linda Bardole of Avondale, who received a 
250 Annual Hour Presidential Award. In 
all, the 230 volunteers donated services 
valued at more than $1 million, and the 
event served to recognize these professionals 
for their commitment and dedication. 

“Our volunteers perform a variety of 
functions in our downtown clinic,” said Mary 
Pat Corrigan, CEO of Volunteers in Medicine. 
“These caring physicians, registered nurses, 
advanced nurse practitioners, pharmacists, 

Volunteers receiving awards for their service included Linda Bardole, Tocca Chester and Hamza Salau, 
joined by Volunteers in Medicine co-founder Dottie Dorion and Volunteers in Medicine Director of 
Volunteer Services Catie Wallace.

‘Million Dollar’ 
volunteers celebrated

licensed mental health counselors, and many 
non-clinical volunteers, including healthcare 
students from local universities and colleges, 
provide an essential service throughout our 

William D. Brinton, a noted environmental 
litigator and community advocate from 
Avondale, received the Cynthia Pratt Laughlin 
Medal, one of the highest honors bestowed 
annually by The Garden Club of America 
(GCA) during the national organization’s annual 
meeting May 22 in Minneapolis. The award 
recognizes those who have made an outstanding 
contribution to environmental protection and 
the maintenance of the quality of life.

A lawyer with Rogers Towers P.A., who 
specializes in First Amendment and land-use 
litigation involving billboards and other 
signage, Brinton consults with local gov-
ernments and conservation organizations 
throughout the country on issues involving 
scenic beauty and complex sign legislation. 
Dedicated to preserving and enhancing the 
scenic character of American communities 
and countryside for more than 100 years, 
the GCA views billboard legislation as a 
significant determinant of quality of life.

“He is deeply passionate about making the 
world a more beautiful place and is willing 
to give his time and energy to make it happen,” 
a GCA spokesperson said in an email.

Brinton was nominated for the medal by 
the Late Bloomers Garden Club, Jacksonville. 
Traveling to Minnesota to attend the annual 

Avondale lawyer receives national GCA award

William D. Brinton delivers remarks upon receiving 
The Garden Club of America’s Cynthia Pratt 
Laughlin Medal May 22. (Photo credit: The Garden 
Club of America 2016)

meeting were club members Susan Caven of 
San Marco, Debbie Melnick of Ortega and 
Leslie Pierpont of Ortega. More than 600 
garden club members from more than 200 
clubs from throughout the United States were 
on hand to see Brinton receive his award.

“‘Wow’ was the one word I said when I 
arrived at the podium,” Brinton recalled, 
noting he had never received an award in 
front of such a large audience. “It was a 
pretty full room,” he said.  

Brinton’s advocacy against billboards began 
in 1985, when he participated in a visual 
pollution study sponsored by the Jacksonville 
Community Council Inc. The study’s main 
conclusion was that the city should establish 
control over the number of billboards within 
its city limits. When Jacksonville’s City Council 
refused to recognize the community council’s 
recommendations, Brinton organized a refer-
endum to modify the city’s charter to ban new 
billboard construction and established a program 
to remove existing billboards. The charter 
amendments passed by a landslide in 1987 and 
since more than 1,000 billboards have been 
removed from Jacksonville’s roadways.

The national medal was not the first award 
Brinton has received from GCA. In 2006 
he was recognized with their Zone VIII 

Conservation Commendation. In 2015 he 
was also the recipient of Scenic America’s 
Distinguished Advocacy Award, as well as 
the International Municipal Lawyers 
Association Amicus Service Award for his 
pro bono work and the Mayor of the City 
of Jacksonville’s Environmental Award.

The Jacksonville Bank 
now sporting new name

Two months after finalizing its ac-
quisition in March, Ameris Bancorp 
completed its conversion from The 
Jacksonville Bank May 9. All operating 
systems and signage were converted for 
eight banking offices, which joined six 
Ameris Bank full-service branches in 
the Jacksonville area. With this acqui-
sition, Ameris Bank is the largest 
community bank by deposit market 
share in the Jacksonville market.

organization.  This evening is dedicated 
exclusively to them and to thank them for 
their dedication and service to our patients 
and the community.”

Krueger wins Episcopal’s 
Timothy Award

Michelle Krueger 
of Avondale, a studio 
art teacher at the 
Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville, was 
recently recognized 
as the school’s 2016 
Timothy Award 
winner.

The Timothy 
Award is presented 
annually to a teacher who best exem-
plifies the ideal of Christian service to 
students and to the community as well 
as the service of the individual and the 
importance of a vital Christian faith 
in daily life at Episcopal.

Krueger received a check for $1,000 
as well as a $1,000 donation made in 
her name to Angels for Allison, the 
nonprofit agency of her choice.

Michelle Krueger

To learn more or get involved, contact Kellie Ann Kelleher, 
Campaign Director, at kellieann.kelleher@cancer.org or 
904-391-3606.

Donate today, so more 
people can live with peace 
of mind while undertaking 
the challenge of their lives!

The Hope Lodge program provides free overnight lodging to cancer patients 
and caregivers who have to travel away from home for treatment.
We are working on a campaign to build a Hope Lodge community in Jacksonville.

                                    The Weaver Family Foundation Fund is challenging the 
greater Jacksonville community to match a $500,000 grant. The Hope Lodge 
grant will match community donations of $5,000, or less, up to $500,000.

“ Two years ago I discovered a tumor. Driving an hour every 

day to treatment and back would have been so draining. 

Staying at Hope Lodge meant I could rest and heal. When 

Tom and I put our estate plans together, we decided to 

support projects that improved the quality of life for others. 

Hope Lodge was a beautiful fit. We’re giving back the gifts 

that were given to us – healing and hope.”

                                    - Leone, Hope Lodge major donor    

cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/hopelodge/jacksonville
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